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They are l o c ked up i n j ai l cells. And in most instances it
i s f o und t h a t t he y a re n o t i n t h i s cou n t r y i l l ega l l y at a l l .
Based on t h e l aw s , t h ey have as much right to be here as
anybody else, but despite what the words of the law says
a bout peopl e ca l l ed H i s p a n i c s , Mexicans, or Chicanos, the
reality in the operation of the law is entirely different
from what it is to those who are paler of skin and bluer of
eye. I t h i nk t h i s commissio n i s v er y important and
essential. At a time when the national administration is
d oing a l l i t c an t o ove r com e and erase advancements that
werc m <ul e 1tj w h < lt 1 ' <: < l1 1 o d 1h e l ra'<1 of civi l r l gh1s , 1t
would not be d e sirable for the state to goin lockstep with
the federal government and d o t h a t - arne th i n g by totally
abolishing the only agency that these people h ave t h a t can
make them feel the government takes any interest in them
whatsoever. So I am asking that on page 4 you will strike
the language that would eliminate this a gency and I kn o w y o u
can't put y ourself in the position of people w ho n e e d
somethin g l i ke t h i s . You might say it is inconsequential,
yet i t i s i n con se q u e n t i a l t o y ou . You d o n ' t hav e a
White-American Commission and do you know why you don't have
a Wh i t e - Amer i c a n Co mmis s i o n ? Because w h i t e p eop l e own
everything, white people control everyt h i n g . Th er e ar e
white people who yesterday called what the Legislature did
on Commonwealth the blackest day in the Legislature, yet the
ones who did it are white. Everything not white is equated
with t hat wh i c h i s ev i l , dirty, negative, destructive, and
hurt f u l . Eve r y t h i n g w hi t e i s up l i f t i n g and g r e at . When the
taxes were felt not to be b ad he r e , N e b r a s k a wa s c al l ed t h e
White State, the White Spot in the Nation. You d o n ' t
realize how many times you i nsu l t , d eg r a d e , and humi l i a t e
people in your day to day language, and use and selection of
words, and you have editors who will put headl i ne s a n i nc h
b ig " T HI S I S THE BLACKEST DAY IN NEBRASKA" and t h ey d o i t ,
and people who are not white a re no t su ppo se d t o r eact .
D estroy t h e a g e n cy , a bol i s h t h e c o mmis s i o n , bu t I hope you
think well of wh at it i s yo u ar e r ea l l y d oing, an d yo u
consider how far-reaching that act is, and for those people
who feel like Senator Smith that voting on a package is more
i mportan t t h an up ho l d i ng i m p o r ta n t p r i n c i p l e s , I h o p e y o u
will do as Senator Warner did yesterday on an issue which he
said he w o u l d v ot e against. Think about the importance of
it and be able to make distinctions a nd say som e f o r m s a r e
not as important as the substance of that with which we are
deal i n g . And I h ope y ou wi l l vote to remove the
Mexican-American Commission from those p r ograms that are to
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